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A Memorandum of Limited Investigation describes specific issues or complaints 
received and the outcomes of limited procedures undertaken during a preliminary 
inquiry conducted by the Office of the Inspector General (OIG).  The investigation was 
not conducted per Government Auditing Standards or Principles and Standards for 
Offices of Inspectors General. 

 
Concern/Allegation:  Per a Memorandum of Investigation, issued on September 8, 
2023, by the Office of the Inspector General, Montgomery County, Maryland, Ms. 
Caroyln Chen, Montgomery County Council staff member “intentionally mislead staff 
from CUPF1 and Parks2 to believe they were requesting reservations for athletic fields 
on the Council’s behalf when in fact they were doing so for the benefit of their [her] 
spouse.  In total, field use permits in the amount of $19,190 ($11,490 of which was 
reserved under the council’s ActiveMONTGOMERY account) were obtained by the 
employee and never paid for.”  
 
On March 8, 2024 the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
(Commission) filed a civil action claim against Ms. Carolyn Chen.  The case was 
dismissed on July 18, 2024, as Ms. Chen submitted payment in full ($19,190).   
 
The objective of this limited investigation was to assess compliance with Montgomery 
County Department of Parks (MCP), Permits & Rentals – Athletic Field Use Permit 
Policy. 

 
1 Community Use of Public Facilities (CUPF). CUPF, a Montgomery County agency, provides community organizations and 
public agencies with access to public schools and government facilities for community services, programs, and events.  
2 Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, Montgomery County Department of Parks. 






